Refractory Mononeuritis Multiplex Due to Hepatitis C Infection and Cryoglobulinemia: Efficient Response to Rituximab.
Mononeuritis multiplex due to hepatitis C infection and cryoglobulinemia has no specific treatment guidelines. Despite the favorable evolution of the liver disease after treatment with interferon and ribavirin, neurological symptoms might not respond very efficiently to antiviral therapy. We report the case of a 50-year-old woman, with a mononeuritis multiplex related to cryoglobulinemia and hepatitis C virus infection, who was treated with rituximab. Hepatitis C virus infection was treated successfully with interferon-α and ribavirin, but the neurological symptoms were still worsening until rituximab therapy. Significant improvement of paraparesis and painful hypoesthesia were evident after the fourth infusion of rituximab. However, every 6 months, the neurological symptoms relapsed and the patient was subjected to a new cycle of rituximab therapy, with the disappearing of the paraparesis and hypoesthesias. This case highlights the potential use of rituximab in immune-mediated neuropathies, especially the mononeuritis multiplex associated with hepatitis C infection.